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height, from Dong-duVng, dating from the ninth century (Fig. 165);
another Siva belonging to the same place and date, about forty-three
inches high, and this time standing, which, for all its harsh ugliness,
is a marvel of concentrated energy and sumptuous richness (Fig.
166); and, lastly, some sandstone busts of Siva of the seventh and
eighth centuries, about forty-eight inches in height, with the face full
of imposing majesty and commanding nobility, while the triumphant
breast and torso, with the marked sideward thrust of the hip, " have
all the merit of the antique." l On the other hand, the Musee Guimet
possesses a great pink sandstone statue of Siva from Binh-dinh, whose
face and nude bust have, in our opinion, a softness which is rather
Sino-Annamite in character. It also contains a powerful relief,
of a vigorous and barbaric character, representing a Brahman sac-
rifice; as well as several heads presented by Messrs. Bela Heine
and Bouasse-Lebel, with the square faces, prominent cheek-
bones, and curious moustaches which are so characteristic of the
Cham style.
Having once started out on this path, it was natural that the Cham
genius should have given a fresh interpretation to the Brahman and
Buddhist decorative motives: the serpent, the makara (crocodile),
the Buddhist lion, etc. In fact, these specifically Indian subjects are
here treated in accordance with an aesthetic ideal which by this
time can scarcely be called Indian, in a spirit at once Malayo-
Polynesian and Chinese. Adopting these motives, which at Angkor
were still so classic, Cham originality turned them into a sort of con-
ventionalized monster in a flamboyant style of astonishing decora-
tive richness (Fig. 167).
In the course of the fourteenth century Champa was destroyed by
the Annamites, who came down from what is now Tonkin, and the
Khmer empire by the Siamese, who came down from the region of
1 See Parmentier: Les Sculptures chames au Musee de Tourane (Ars Asiatica, IV),
PL XXII.